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cally. He includes the teaching of language, both native
and foreign; reading, the interpretation of symbols;
writing, the expression of ideas through the written word;
and even drawing as a graphic representation of thought.
Now, it seems clear to us that if these form a unity, there
must be psychological processes common to all of them.
Unfortunately, in spite of lengthy discussion of these
different phases of language ability, Meumann does not
tell us anywhere what the common elements actually are.
In our own presentation of defects in language ability,
we find the necessity for treating the various problems
separately.

READING

In regard to the psychology of reading, it may be noted
that much experimental work has been done on the part
played by the eye, that is, on the physical aspects of
the process. Many experimenters have investigated the
question of eye movements and the economics of percep-
tion. It has been shown that the eye in its passage along
a line pauses a number of times, and that it is during the
pauses that we perceive the words. The length of these
pauses and the number of them to a line are influences in
the rate of reading. The formation of motor habits, the
speed of reading in relation to length of line and size of
print, the ease of grasping special words which can readily
be grouped, as compared with those which cannot be so
combined, have all been subjected to experimentation.
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